
5/14/2025

1

Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety

Mary Uher
Director, FORTIFIED Field Services

Severe weather disrupts lives, displaces families, and 
drives financial loss. IBHS delivers top-tier science 
and translates it into action so we can prevent 
avoidable suffering, strengthen our homes and 
businesses, inform the insurance industry and 
support thriving communities.

WHY?
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 Roof cover, soffits, fascia

 Wall cover

 Roof sheathing

 Roof structure

 Total collapse

Expected 
Sequence of 
Damage…
from the Lab

Wind speed

IBHS FIELD

Roof cover, soffits, fascia
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IBHS FIELD

Wall cover 

IBHS FIELD

Roof sheathing , Roof structure 
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IBHS FIELD

Total collapse 

FIELD IBHS

April 13, 2020 Chattanooga, TN 
EF-3 Tornado 
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90
Roof-related damage is 
responsible for 70–90 
percent of total losses.

% Of Losses

Roofs routinely experience 
mild to severe damage 
during high wind and hail 
events
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What is FORTIFIED?

• FORTIFIED is voluntary, systems based & 3rd party 
validated

• FORTIFIED is geographically appropriate

• FORTIFIED has 3 levels of durability

• FORTIFIED designations must be renewed

• FORTIFIED can be used to improve existing (65%) and 
new (35%) risks. 

• FORTIFIED over 75,000 properties in 32 states.  
17,000+ new designations in 2024.

APPLICABLE WEATHER HAZARDS

Requirements 
for Hurricane

Requirements 
for High Wind

Optional 
Requirements 

for Hail
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You Get What You Inspect, Not What You Expect

Photographs of Materials 
and Construction

Test Reports/Manufacturer 
Documentation

FORTIFIED Compliance 
Forms

Documentation

17

18



5/14/2025

10

Designation Process Overview

5. 
Review and 
designate

1. 
Initiate the 

project

2. Build or reroof to designation requirements

3. Document requirements

4. Verify requirements

Designation Term Limit and Re-Designations

FORTIFIED designation 
certificates:

• Transferable between 
homeowners

• Valid for five years

• Re-designated after five 
years to verify the expected 
remaining life and condition 
of the roof covering

• Homeowners receive a 
renewal notice from IBHS 
prior to expiration
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- Over 75,000 designations 
nationwide

- Designations issued to 
homes in 32 states

- Growing by more than 
1,800 per month

- Surpassed 17,000 in 2024

FORTIFIED Growth Across the Country2020

2017

2023

2014

The National Standard for Resilient Construction
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fortifiedhome.org FORTIFIEDHOME
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